Festival
Programme




We are delighted to welcome you to this year’s
Festival of Stories! There’s a great range of p
activities taking place throughout the two weeks,
including sessions with selected schools throughout
Rotherham, as well as events open to members of

the public.

All events are FREE but some need to be booked

in advance. Events that need to be pre-booked are
marked with Book

Most events will take place at Grimm & Co’s
Emporium of Stories, however some events
will take place at external locations.

For information about accessibility at each
venue, either get in touch with us via social
media or contact the venues directly.

To book onto any event,
scan the QR code or visit -

Grimm & Co @grimmandco


http://www.grimmandco.co.uk/festival-of-stories

Events Listings

SELF: There’s More To Me Than What You See
Sat 3rd May 2025 — Sun 1st March 2026

Clifton Park Museum

Rotherham Museums, Arts and Heritage have been working
with artist Rob Young and local young people to create

their brand-new exhibition at Clifton Park Museum. Itis an
exploration into identity, all built on the foundations of a
seemingly simple question, “Who are you?”.

Flowers of the Earth by Saroj Patel

Sat 10th May — Thu 29th May

Rotherham Minster

Flowers of the Earth transforms Rotherham Minster into a
vibrant, hanging garden celebrating identity, connection,
and cultural expression. Inspired by Hindu traditions and
Rotherham’s rich diversity, it reflects the Children’s Capital
of Culture theme: Who We Are, Where We Come From.

It’s Grimm Up North Book Launch

Thu 22nd May, 4.45pm — 6pm

Grimm & Co

Discover the magical tale of Graham Grimm’s apothecary,
brought to life in a new book by Jeremy Dyson with
illustrations by Chris Mould. Available in paperback and
hardback, the story will be read by the author at this special

event — an enchanting evening not to be missed.

Inspiring Happy Writers

Fri 23rd May, 9.30am — 4pm

Grimm & Co, Tickets: £50

A professional development day for teachers, artists, and
researchers exploring creative teaching through drama,
visual arts, and storymaking. Featuring hands-on sessions,
aperformance of The Great British Lie by Odd Arts,

and networking with local arts groups - ideal for both
newcomers and experienced arts educators.

Last Unicorn Airways

by The Blanket Fort Club

Sat 24th May — 10am, 1pm & 3.45pm (45 mins)
Grimm & Co

Last Unicorn Airways is a magical, sensory-immersive
journey inspired by Hans Christian Andersen’s The Flying
Trunk. Two baggage handlers lead a global adventure
through scent, story, and tactile discovery, ending in an
interactive installation. Created by The Blanket Fort
Club for families and children and suitable for those with
complex needs and disabilities.

Story Making Adventure Walks

Sat 24th May, 10.30am & 12noon (45 mins)
Wickersley Library, Age: 5 — 10 years

Join Adam from The Adventure Bureau on a playful,
improvised storytelling walk through your local area.
With your help, he’ll create a brand-new tale inspired
by your surroundings — full of energy, laughter, and
unexpected adventures. A fun, imaginative experience
for all ages.

International Photojournalism

Presentation with Elisa lannacone

Sat 24th May, 1pm — 2pm

Grimm & Co, Age: 16+

Journalist and cinematographer Elisa blends interviews
with magical realism to tell powerful, emotionally resonant
stories about global issues. In this talk and Q&A, she shares
her unique approach to storytelling—from war zones to
youth projects — highlighting the power of empathy and

creative expression in raising awareness.

Traditional Tales Untraditionally Told

Tue 27th May, 9.30am — 3pm
Rawmarsh Library and Neighbourhood Hub

Thu 29th & Fri 30th May, 9.30am — 12noon

Mowbray Gardens Library

Age: 6 — 12 years

This multilingual storytelling workshop invites children

and families to retell traditional tales using crafts, cardboard,
and digital tools. Celebrate heritage languages while creating
magical digital stories together. Led by Maker Futures and
University of Sheffield researchers, it’s a fun, creative space for
cultural expression and collaboration.
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We Shall Not Be Moved:

Song Making Workshop

Tue 27th May, 10am — 12noon & 1pm — 3pm

Clifton Park Museum, Age: 4+

Join musician Maddie Morris for this music workshop
inspired by the song We Shall Not Be Moved. Create a new
version with your own lyrics that reflects your own identity
and personal values.

Party Animal Mask Making

Tue 27th May, 10am — 3.30pm

Grimm & Co

Drop in throughout the day to craft your own magical or
everyday party animal mask. If you’re booked onto the
CBeebies session, why not take it with you?

CBeebies Bedtime Stories Read & Rave
Tue 27th May — 11am, 12noon, 2.30pm & 3.30pm (15 mins)
Grimm & Co, Age: Under 6 years

CBeebies stars Rhys and Evie take a seat in the iconic
Bedtime Stories chair — but this time, it’s all about parties!
Enjoy lively stories throughout the day, then join a joyful
baby rave with your little ones. Get ready to dance, play, and
party with your favourite TV stars.

Wild Stories: How to Tell Terrific

Tales About Nature

Wed 28th May, 10.30am — 11.30am

Grimm & Co, Age: 8 — 12 years

Join Tom Jordan, screenwriter and author of 100 Ways to
Save the Planet, for a fun, creative session packed with wild
storytelling tips. Learn how to make your own wildlife
documentary, become a nature expert and find inspiration
in the natural world to tell your own amazing stories.

Lyricist Live: Performance and

Song-Writing Workshop

in collaboration with Rotherham Music

Wed 28th May, 11am — 12.30pm

Grimm & Co, Age: 7 — 11 years

In Autumn 2024, 13 young people from Grimm & Co
wrote lyrics for three unique songs. After a showstopping
performance at Signals Festival 2025, they’ll reunite to
watch the live performance of their final song, The Sounds
of Nature, followed by a songwriting workshop led by a

professional musician.

TEABREAK Tuk Tuk

Thu 29th May — 11am, 1pm & 3pm (30 mins)
All Saints Square, Rotherham Town Centre

30th May — 10.30am, 12.30pm & 2.30pm (30 min)
Grimm & Co

TEABREAK is a hand-painted tuk tuk offering free chai
and a contemporary Indian dance piece. This heart-
warming show by Trigger invites audiences to pause and
reflect, telling the story of tealeaves’ journey across time and
continents. A beautiful moment to appreciate the present
and honor the past.

Story Making Adventure Walks

+ Clay Character Making Craft Session
Fri 30th May, 10.30am & 2.30pm (90 mins)

Grimm & Co, Age: 5 — 10 years and a grown up

Join Adam from The Adventure Bureau for an improvised
storytelling adventure in Rotherham. Together, you’ll
explore the area, invent characters from clay, and create a
unique story inspired by your surroundings. After the walk,
enjoy a special craft session to bring your characters to life
in 3D!

Brewing Up A Story

Fri 30th May, 10am — 3pm

Grimm & Co

Drop in throughout the day to read your imaginary tea
leaves and be the author of your own destiny, then listen to
some of our children’s stories.

To book, scan the
QR code or visit —
grimmandco.co.uk/
festival-of-stories



http://www.grimmandco.co.uk/festival-of-stories
http://www.grimmandco.co.uk/festival-of-stories

Northern Children’s Authors &
lllustrators Takeover

Sat 31st May

Grimm & Co

Join us for a day full of creative workshops, fun
readings, and insightful talks from incredible Northern
authors, illustrators, poets, and creators. Featuring
Dapo Adeola, Kate Pankhurst, Mark Bradley, Ruth
Awolola, Nadine Aisha Jassat, Louisa Reid, Ashley
Thorpe, and Josh Siver. Check our website for more
details and booking info.

Family Learning Saturday Club Celebration
Sat 31st May, 10am — 11am

Grimm & Co

The Family Learning Saturday Club (4-6 years) has
created a collection of imaginative stories this term,
and we’re excited to share them with you. Join our
drop-in session, where you might even get involved in
the stories yourself!
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Julia Donaldson Day
Thu 29th May, Grimm & Co

Julia Donaldson Songs and Stories

9.30am — 10.15am

Age: Under 4 years

Live singing and music from Julia Donaldson stories.
Sing-along with your little one or simply listen to this
soothing session of song and stories from the Grimm & Co
Family Learning team.

What The Ladybird Heard

with Lydia Monks

10.30am — 10.50am

Age: Under 4 years

Meet illustrator Lydia Monks for a special read-along of
What The Ladybird Heard. This is a fantastically funny
story from the stellar picture book partnership of Julia
Donaldson and Lydia Monks. Get ready to make lots of
noise with everyone’s favourite crime-stopping ladybird!

Let’s lllustrate with Lydia Monks
11.30am — 12.20pm

Age: 6+

Do you love drawing? Join best-selling illustrator Lydia
Monks as she guides you through how she brings Julia
Donaldson’s characters to life in their best-selling picture
books. Draw along with Lydia and re-create fantastic
characters from The Tooth Fairy and the Crocodile.

Gruffalo Sock Puppet Making

12.30pm — 2.30pm

Create your own sock puppet (to keep forever) around the
Gruffalo, Tiddler, Ladybird and other Julia Donaldson
stories to make your own magical adventures into
unknown worlds through puppet theatre.

Story to Screen with Magic Light Pictures
2pm — 3pm

Age: 12+

Magic Light Pictures, the Oscar-nominated creatives behind
smash-hit animated films like The Gruffalo, Tiddler, and
Stick Man, are sharing their secrets! Join Producer Barney
Goodland and Director Andy Martin as they reveal

their tips on visual storytelling. A must-see for aspiring
filmmakers and animators!

Tiddler Film Screening

3.30pm — 4pm

Tiddler is a little fish with a big imagination, who saves

the day with his own storytelling. Watch this stunning
animated feature of Julia Donaldson and Alex Scheffler’s
beloved book, with a special introduction from the Director.
Brought to you by Magic Light Pictures.



Festival Overview

All events are held at Grimm & Co unless otherwise stated.

Mon 19th - Fri 23rd May

Creative Schools Sessions across Rotherham
Fully Booked

Thu 22nd May
It’s Grimm Up North Book Launch

Fri 23rd May (Educators Day)
Inspiring Happy Writers

Sat 24th May
Last Unicorn Airways theatre performances

International Photojournalism
Presentation with Elisa Iannacone

Reframe Rotherham Exhibition Launch

Story Making Adventure Walks
Wickersley Library

Tue 27th May
CBeebies Bedtime Stories Read & Rave
Party Animal Mask Making

Traditional Tales Untraditionally Told
Rawmarsh Library

‘We Shall Not Be Moved: Song Making Workshop

Clifton Park Museum

Wed 28th May

Wild Stories: How to Tell Terrific
Tales About Nature

Lyricist Live: Performance and

Thu 29th May

Julia Donaldson Day

Julia Donaldson Songs and Stories

What the Ladybird Heard with Lydia Monks
Let’s Illustrate with Lydia Monks

Gruffalo Sock Puppet Making

Story to Screen with Magic Light Pictures
Film Screening — Tiddler

TEABREAK Tuk Tuk performances from Trigger Arts
All Saints Square, Rotherham Town Centre

Traditional Tales Untraditionally Told
Mowbray Gardens Library

Fri 30th May
TEABREAK Tuk Tuk performances from Trigger Arts
Brewing Up A Story creative sessions

Story Making Adventure Walks
with Clay Craft Character Session

Traditional Tales Untraditionally Told
Mowbray Gardens Library

Sat 31st May

Northern Children’s Authors & Illustrators Takeover

Family Learning Saturday Club Celebration

Throughout the Festival Fortnight

SELF: There’s More to Me Than What You See
Sat 3rd May 2025 — Sun 1st March 2026
Clifton Park Museum

Flowers of the Earth by Saroj Patel

Song Writing Workshop Sat 10th — Thu 29th May

Rotherham Minster

Rotherham Libraries

Children’s creative craft sessions throughout half

term week. Contact your local library for more details.
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